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Statues  of 
Abraham  Lincoln 


Anita  Schoenke 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 

sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 
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LINCOLN   HIGH  SCHOOL 

MANITQWDC,   WISCONSIN 


RUFIN    VV.    BDYD,    principal 
WILLIAM    N.    MALINSKY,    ass 


T    PRINCIPAL 


December   21,    1962 


fl/2^6** 


Dr.  R.  Gerald  McMurty,  Director 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation- 
Fort  Wayne  1,  Indiana 

Dear  Dr.  McMurty: 

Mr.  Rufin  Boyd,  principal  of  Lincoln  High  School,  Manitowoc," 
Wisconsin,  has  passed  along  to  me  your  letter  of  December  12. 

The  information  for  which  you  asked  is  nc  follows: 

1.  Dedication:   November  25,  1961 

2.  Sculptor:   Anita  Schoenke,  cast  by  Amerigo  Di  Martino 
Barsanti,  Pietrasanta,  Italy 

3.  Size:   7T  3n  in  height:  (13 T  with  pedastol) 

4.  Location:  Center  of  circle  drive  in  front  of  main 
entrance  to  Lincoln  High  School,  South  $th  Street, 
Manitowoc,  Wisconsin 

5.  Donor:   Graduating  Class  of  1961 

(This  Class  of  1961  raised  $2,300  from  v-riou-  rro- 
jects.   Donations  were  not  solicited .   T  believe  a 
great  deal  of  credit  should  be  given  to  young  ^eo-nle 
who  have  done  such  ar  outstanding  job.) 

It  would  give  me  a  great  deal  of* pleasure  to  be  placer*  on 
your  "Lincoln  Lore"  mailing  list. 

You  will  find  a  nhotopranh  of  our  statue  enclosed, 

/*) 

' Sincerely, 


heodore  Schoenke 
Advisor,  Class  of  1961 


jef 

Enc:     .cutW^ 


March  2?,  1963 


Mr.  Ikufus  Vv.  Boyd,  principal 
Lincoln  High  School 
Manitowoc,  Wisconsin 

Dear  Mr.  Boyd: 

I  ar.  eager  to  get  some  8  y  10  5  rich  glossy  photo- 
graphs of  the  Lincoln  statue  by  Anita  Schoenke  that  is  located 
in  the  front  entrance  to  your  high  school. 

If  there  is  a  professional  photographer  in  your 
city  who  could  wake  these  photographs,  I  would  be  glad  to  pay 
any  reasonable  charges. 

Any  help  you  csn  give  re  in  this  rcp.tt^r  will  be 
grently  apprec5  a  ted . 


Tours  sincerely, 


RGM:rh 


H.  Gerald  McHurtry 


LINCOLN   HIGH  SCHOOL 

MANITOWDC,   WISCONSIN 


RUF1N   W.    BOYD,    principal 

WILLIAM    N.    MALINSKY,   ass't  principal 


May  lkt   1963 


Mr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry,  Director 
The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Mr.  McMurtry: 

Enclosed  you  will  find  the  glossy  photographs  of  the 
Lincoln  statue  located  in  the  front  entrance  to  our  high 
school. 

If  we  can  be  of  any  further  help  in  the  future,  do  not 
hesitate  to  let  us  know. 


Very,  truly  yours, 


Theodore  Schoenke 


LINCOLN     LORE 


f?  /*r 


/5£> 


available  data,  the  crossing  at  Thompson's  Ferry  appears 
to  be,  without  a  doubt,  the  location  of  the  historic  pas- 
sage. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  the  Lincoln  party  at  Thompson's 
Ferry,  it  is  believed  that  other  emigrating  families  were 
here  waiting  to  be  transported  to  the  Indiana  side.  Bar- 
rett in  his  Lincoln  biography,  speaks  of  the  river  as 
swollen  "to  fair  proportions  by  the  autumn  rains."  If  the 
river  was  at  flood  stage,  it  must  be  concluded  that  other 
parties  were  at  the  river  bank.  Traditions  relate  that 
eleven  families,  in  addition  to  the  Lincoln  party,  consti- 
tuted the  waiting  group,  while  others  say  that  fifteen  fam- 
ilies were  waiting  to  cross  the  river.  Sixty-one  souls  are 
said  to  have  constituted  the  caravan,  and  that  two  days 
were  required  to  transport  them  to  the  Indiana  side. 
While  the  above  traditions  cannot  be  authenticated,  it 
must  be  true  that  the  river  crossing  did  require  consid- 
erable time,  and,  if  the  Ohio  was  at  flood  stage,  it  would 
have  necessitated  a  prolonged  delay.  Likewise,  such  a  de- 
lay stopping  ferry  traffic  would  have  caused  many  people 
to  congregate  at  the  point  to  await  favorable  ferrying 
conditions. 

All  types  of  river  craft  are  said  to  have  been  used  for 
the  ferriage  of  the  Lincoln  family  to  Indiana.  Log  rafts 
have  been  mentioned  by  several  as  the  mode  of  convey- 
ance across  the  Ohio;  however,  if  early  court  records  re- 
garding the  establishment  of  ferries  are  to  be  followed, 
it  is  believed  certain  regulations  were  to  be  complied 
with  to  legally  operate  a  licensed  ferry.  These  require- 
ments usually  prescribed  the  kind  and  size  of  boat  to  be 
used,  the  number  of  operators  and  the  fare  to  be  charged 
for  persons,  animals  and  vehicles.  The  ferry-keeper  was 
also  required  to  give  bond.  An  ancient  document  estab- 
lishing a  ferry  in  the  year  1804,  taken  from  the  files  of 
the'  Hardin  County  Court  records,  ordered  that  twenty- 
five  cents  was  to  be  charged  for  the  ferriage  of  man  and 
horse.  For  a  horse  only  twelve  and  one-half  cents  was  to 
be  charged  and  this  amount  also  applied  to  a  foot-man. 
The  said  ferry-keeper  was  required  to  keep  a  boat  of 
sufficient  size  for  the  transporting  of  a  wagon  and  four 
horses,  and  was  ordered  to  keep  two  able-bodied  ferrymen 
to  operate  the  boat.  It  is  believed  that  the  Thompson 
Ferry  was  a  legally  operated,  licensed  enterprise  and  that 
its  requirements  and  fares  were  similar  to  the  Hardin 
County  regulations.  Such  were  the  conditions  of  ferry- 
boat transportation  in  the  year  1816  when  the  Lincolns 
moved   to   Indiana. 

It  must  have  been  a  dramatic  scene  when  Thomas  Lin- 
coln's frightened  horses  puUed  their  pioneer  wagon  upon 
the  Thompson  ferryboat.  Before  moving  away  from  the 
bank,  the  horses  were  likely  uncoupled  from  the  wagon 
to  prevent  an  accident  in  case  they  might  become  un- 
manageable in  midstream.  If  several  head  of  cattle  were 
driven  along,  two  trips  may  have  been  required  to  re- 
move the  Lincoln  family's  wordly  possessions  to  the  op- 
posite bank.  It  is  to  be  supposed  that  Nancy  Hanks  was 
apprehensive  of  the  impending  danger  of  this  water  pas- 
sage while  Thomas  Lincoln  was  busy  quieting  his  horses 
and  promoting  all  necessary  safety  measures  in  effecting 
a  safe  crossing.  Sarah  and  Abraham  must  have  enjoyed 
most  of  the  trip  to  the  fullest  extent.  It  was  with  a  sigh 
of  relief  that  the  Indiana  shore  was  reached,  for  then  the 
most  hazardous  portion  of  the  journey  was  completed. 


DISCOVERED  ! 
A  LITTLE  KNOWN  LINCOLN  STATUE 


From  the  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Forty  year  old  photograph  of  scene  near  the  mouth  of  Anderson 
Creek.     Thompson's    Ferry    was    located    in    this    vicinity. 


From   the  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
LINCOLN    STATUE    AT    MANITOWOC,    WISCONSIN 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation  from  time  to 
time  has  published  information  concerning  heroic  bronze 
Lincoln  statues  that  have  been  erected  in  this  country 
and  abroad.  The  last  compilation  was  published  in  Lin- 
coln Lore  Number  1488,  dated  February  1962.  At  that 
time  eighty-one   statues   were   listed. 

A  statue  eligible  for  that  list,  but  unknown  to  the 
editor  at  that  time,  is  located  at  Manitowoc,  Wisconsin. 

The  statistics  follow: 

Dedication:   November  25,  1961 

Sculptor:   Anita  Schoenke,  cast  by  Amerigo  Di  Mar- 

tino  Barsanti,  Pietrasanta,  Italy 
Location:   Center   of   circle    drive    in    front   of   main 

entrance    to    Lincoln    High    School,    South    8th 

Street,  Manitowoc,  Wisconsin. 
Donor:   Graduating  Class  of   1961.  The  class   raised 

$2300    from    various    projects.    Donations    were 

not  solicited. 

NEW  LINCOLN  STATUE 
TO  BE  UNVEILED  APRIL  14,  1964 

A  fourteen  foot  equestrian  statue  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
will  be  placed  next  year  at  the  entrance  of  the  New 
Salem  State  Park  in  Illinois.  It  will  depict  a  circuit- 
riding  Lincoln  —  a  young  lawyer,  book  in  his  right 
hand,  reading  while  the  horse  munches  grass  along  the 
wayside. 

Lincoln  will  be  portrayed  as  a  young  man  between 
the  ages  of  22  and  28  years  "on  his  way  to  fame  via 
the  Illinois  Legislature  and  later  the  U.  S.  Congress." 
The  sculptor  is  Anna  Hyatt  Huntington  of  Bethel,  Con- 
necticut. 

The  Huntington  statue  will  be  the  first  equestrian 
study  of   Lincoln   to  be   cast  in   heroic   dimensions. 
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